I will build my church

John 17
Jesus came to establish a new society on earth. It wasn’t just a matter of saving individuals and bringing them to God – he promised to build his church. His church would be the most powerful force on earth as long as it was sustained by his life and love. Nothing could stop the revolution of love he began 2000 years ago – not even the gates of hell.
Next week we are going to start a new season thinking about prayer. Prayer was an important part of Jesus’ life and we find an insight into the kind of prayer he prayed in John 17. He prayed this shortly before his sufferings and death and we have a picture of the purpose of God’s church on earth. Jesus prayed that the church should be marked by 4 main things: the glory of God, the word of God, the joy of God and be united in the love of God. 
As we start a new year as part of God’s church here in Barry, it would be good to reflect on these four things as our purpose of being together as Coastlands. 

Firstly we are to reveal the glory of God. 

This is a main burden of Jesus as he prays – the word glory or glorify occurs nine times. The word glory basically means the visible manifestation of the splendour and power and radiance of God. Jesus is praying that we will show the world the splendour, power and radiance of God just as he has. Something of the beauty and majesty of God’s living presence with us. 
In the Old Testament, Solomon prayed a prayer of dedication of the new temple that he had just built. We read of how the temple was filled with the glory of God. God was powerfully and clearly amongst them.

In the New testament, not long after the disciples had been filled with the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, they prayed together about the persecution they were beginning to experience. We read, “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly”. Again, God’s presence and power was around them and also filling them. 

Spiritually speaking, when God comes down, we go up. We are caught up in his presence and lost in wonder, love and praise. As the old hymn, Love Divine puts it.
Love divine, all loves excelling
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love thou art 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart.
Come, almighty to deliver, 
Let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return and never, 
Never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love.
Finish then thy new creation, 
Pure and sinless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 
Perfectly restored in thee: 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heav'n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Three more quick things about this word, glory.

1. In secular Greek it means reputation or opinion. God’s reputation or the world’s opinion of God will depend to a large extent on how far his glory is seen in and through the church. Later in this season on prayer, we will be revisiting Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3 where he prays that there might be glory in the church. It is so important that God’s presence can be seen in the church.
2. God‘s glory can be seen in human form. We see it in Jesus, and Jesus prays it will be seen in us. In our generation, seeing is often needed before believing. People today need to feel God’s presence and sense his reality before they will listen to his words. 
His words are still very important and there is an extraordinary openness to God’s word at the moment, but when the glory of God is seen in us as it was in Jesus, when we are living our lives together, worshipping and working together, serving and loving people through the power of the Holy Spirit, then we will be most clearly revealing God’s glory.
3. Glory has a particular reference to the death of Jesus leading onto his resurrection and ascension. If God’s glory is going to be seen in us more this year, then there is certainly more death of our self that needs to take place. Attitudes, values, prejudices, ambitions all may need to undergo the process of crucifixion. There is a price for God’s glory in the church. Where grudges, unforgiveness, gossip, slander and the like are prevelant, then God’s glory will be hidden.

Guided by the word of God.

Jesus prays a lot about the word of God. 

They have obeyed your word – v6. Obeyed also translated kept. Keep is more than simply obey – it means to keep safe, to watch over, to hold fast, to guard. In other words, God’s word is a precious thing, that has been entrusted to the church for safe keeping. We need to understand the historical, cultural and religious setting in which it was first given so we can relate it accurately for today, however, God’s word is truth and we need to be concerned with the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
We need to base our lives on obedience to God’s word and at the same time be dependent on the power of the Spirit. We need also to listen very carefully to God, in whatever way he might speak. If we are going to be a church that is alive and relevant for today’s generation, we need to be a prophetic church, a church that listens vary carefully in order to discern what God is saying to us today. It will always be in accordance with the teaching of scripture, but the Spirit of God will always be wanting to pin point certain aspects of the total truth of God’s word that are especially relevant for today and will usually be different from what was especially relevant for yesterday. 
Filled with the joy of God.

Jesus prayed that we may have the full measure of his joy within us. 

As I was preaching before Christmas, the New testament is filled with this remarkable quality of joy, even in the middle of extreme problems. 
In fact, it was in itself a powerful witness of the life of God’s Spirit within the church. Remember Paul, writing from prison, awaiting his execution, wrote constantly about joy in his letter to the Philippians.
Some of you may have heard of Richard Wurmbrand, tortured for his faith in Christ and for 14 years in communist prisons wrote that ‘alone in my cell cold, hungry and in rags, I danced for joy every night…Sometimes I was so filled with joy that I felt I would burst if I did not give it expression.’ This joy is available for us all – it is a deep incomprehensible joy that comes from God. 

In a world so full of hopelessness, gloom and despair, the radiant joy of Christ in the lives of Spirit-filled Christians is special. Do not underestimate the power of joy.
Jesus never promised that following him would be easy – in fact it is often the reverse – which is why Jesus is praying for his disciples to be filled with joy – so they might overcome the problems coming their way. Remember Peter and Silas in prison, backs raw from being beaten, yet praising God at midnight. 

Isaiah 60:1-5 

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the Lord rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
“Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the hip.
Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;

God wants his people to be bathed in the beauty of his glory and filled with the radiance of his joy. And when in some measure that happens, the church becomes a magnet for the lonely and distressed, the hungry and confused, the strong and the weak. 

They will increasingly gather from the gathering gloom of the world into the light of Christ shining through his church.

United in the love of God.

In Jn 17, Jesus prays 4 times that is disciples might be perfectly united in love… “that all of them may be one … that the love you have for me may be in them”. His burden for this? That the world might believe. That the world might know the truth about God and Jesus. 
We can’t preach a message of love, forgiveness and reconciliation between God and man and between man and man – unless this is also a reality amongst us. Unity and love needs to be the distinguishing mark of all disciples of Christ: that we love one another as he has loved us.

When the Spirit was poured out on the disciples on the day of Pentecost, they were filled with God. Filled with his presence, power, radiance and love. We find they were all together, had all things in common, they worshipped together, prayed together, studied together, shared together. And the Lord added to their number daily.
Throughout the letters of Paul, we find him urging the churches to make sure there was no tension or conflict, bitterness or anger amongst them that would grieve the Holy Spirit. Paul writes to the Colossians: “Above all these things, put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony”.  Whenever God’s people dwell in such love and unity, it is there that he commands his blessing.
So, at the beginning of this new year, lets remind ourselves of the importance of the church and Jesus’ burden for it. Let’s be hungry and receptive of God’s glory, his presence, power and radiance – so that others will be attracted to it. Let’s crucify anything that may be blurring God’s glory in us.
Let’s let the word of God dwell in us richly.

Let’s recognise the amazing grace we have received and be those who are full of exceeding joy from the Lord
Let’s be people who deal quickly and lovingly with any tension or conflict and be those known for our love and unity.

May 2018 be a blessed year for Coastlands as a result.
